


Hebrews 6.13-20
13 When God made his promise to Abraham, 
since there was no one greater for him to 
swear by, he swore by himself,



Hebrews 6.13-20
14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you 
many descendants.”



Hebrews 6.13-20
15 And so after waiting patiently, Abraham 
received what was promised.



Hebrews 6.13-20
16 People swear by someone greater than 
themselves, and the oath confirms what is 
said and puts an end to all argument.  



Hebrews 6.13-20
17 Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of his purpose very clear 
to the heirs of what was promised, he 
confirmed it with an oath.



Hebrews 6.13-20
18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable 
things in which it is impossible for God to 
lie, we who have fled to take hold of the 
hope set before us may be greatly 
encouraged.



Hebrews 6.13-20
19 We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 
sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our 
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our 
behalf. He has become a high priest forever, 
in the order of Melchizedek.





Heb. 6.12
12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to 
imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit what has been promised.
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Hebrews 6.13-20
14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you 
many descendants.”

- Surely blessing I will bless you and 
multiplying I will multiply you.
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15 And so after waiting patiently, 



Hebrews 6.13-20
15 And so after waiting patiently, Abraham 
received what was promised.



Hebrews 6.13-20
16 People swear by someone greater than 
themselves, and the oath confirms what is 
said and puts an end to all argument.  



Hebrews 6.13-20
17 Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of his purpose very clear 
to the heirs of what was promised, he 
confirmed it with an oath.





Rabbi Eleazar:

“Lord of all the world, if you had sworn to them 
by heaven and earth, I would say that even as 
heaven and earth pass away, so shall your oath 
pass away.  But now you have sworn to them by 
your great name, and just as your great name 
endures forever and ever, so shall your oath 
endure forever and ever” 

(Babylonian Talmud, tractate Berakhot 32a)
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17 Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of his purpose very clear 
to the heirs of what was promised, he 
confirmed [guaranteed] it with an oath.



Hebrews 6.13-20
18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable 
things in which it is impossible for God to 
lie, we who have fled to take hold of the 
hope set before us may be greatly 
encouraged.



Legal Language

•orkos – oath .16

•antilogia – legal dispute .16

•omnuein – swear .13 and .16

•kata followed by noun in genitive signifies 
the guarantee of oath  .13 .16



Legal Language

•mesiteuein – mediate and furnish guarantee 
(post bail) .17

•epideiknunai – ordinarily means to show, but 
here carries nuance of to give proof .17

•Eis bebaiosiv – confirmation .16
•Phrase continues for centuries as legal 

guarantee in a transaction
•ametathetos – irrevocable .17 and 18
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Hebrews 6.13-20
19 We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. 





•Our Hope Does not Float
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Hebrews 6.13-20
19 We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 
sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our 
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf.



•Our Hope Does not Float

•We are anchored to the presence of God

•Hope does not disconnect us from the 
world.






